
  

  

 

Guest: Miller Puckette & Kerry Hagan (the Higgs whatever)  

Times: Wednesday Oct 30th 2019 @ 14.00-15.30  

Venue: CSG-001 

 

Puckette & Hagan (the Higgs whatever) will present a lecture-demonstration of their            

improvisation 'Who Was That Timbre I Saw You WIth?' and their installation ‘remnant’.             

Between these two works, the Higgs whatever will cover elements of digital signal processing,              

spatial audio, LEAP interfaces, Pd programming and performance practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bio 

Miller Puckette obtained a B.S. in Mathematics from MIT (1980) and Ph. D. in Mathematics 

from Harvard (1986), winning an NSF graduate fellowship and the Putnam Prize Scholarship. He 

was a member of MIT's Media Lab from its inception until 1987, and then a researcher at 

IRCAM (l'Institut de Recherche et de Coordination Musique/Acoustique), founded by composer 

and conductor Pierre Boulez. At IRCAM he wrote Max, a widely used computer music software 

environment, released commercially in 1990 and now available from ​Cycling74.com​ . 

http://cycling74.com/


 

Puckette joined the music department of the University of California, San Diego in 1994, where 

he is now professor. From 2000 to 2011 he was Associate Director of UCSD's Center for 

Research in Computing and the Arts (CRCA; now defunct). 

 

He is currently developing Pure Data ("Pd"), an open-source real-time multimedia arts 

programming environment. Puckette has collaborated with many artists and musicians, 

including Philippe Manoury (whose Sonus ex Machina cycle was the first major work to use 

Max), Rand Steiger, Vibeke Sorensen, and Juliana Snapper. Since 2004 he has performed with 

the Convolution Brothers. He has received honorary degrees from Université de Mons and Bath 

Spa University and the 2008 SEAMUS Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

Long-time friends, Puckette and Hagan began focused collaborations on academic and musical 

projects in 2014. Together their duo has performed in North America and Europe, where they 

have introduced novel synthesis algorithms through new performances. Their work explores 

timbre, spatialization, real-time computer processes, algorithms, interaction design, 

performance practice, and performance systems. 

 

Website for the Higgs whatever: 

http://www.kerrylhagan.net/puckette-hagan/ 

 

 

http://www.kerrylhagan.net/puckette-hagan/

